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About PPC

What We Do
Improving quality of life for the people 

of Pittsburgh by restoring the park 
system to excellence in partnership 

with government and the community. 
Projects and programs are conducted 

with respect for the environment, 
historic design, and the needs of our 

diverse region. 

01   Introduction

The Frick Environmental Center is 
a welcome facility, education hub, 
and gateway to Frick Park. Free and 
open to all, this cutting-edge facility 
enhances visitor experience and 
inspires learners to discover one of 
Pittsburgh’s largest parks.
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01   Introduction Frick Park and the FEC
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01   Introduction The Site
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The Nature Play Space01   Introduction

The informal nature play and teaching 
space provides seating and enclosure 

for gathering.

The ‘mud kitchen’, climbing logs, and 
other amenities provide opportunity 
for learning and informal play.
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The Nature Trail01   Introduction

The paved nature trail winds through 
large canopy trees with logs, leaves 
and other natural items to explore.

The observation deck provides 
a unique gathering space 
encapsulated by the trees and 
overlooking Frick Park.
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Current Use01   Introduction

The nature trail and informal nature play 
space are used for camp programming 

and nature hikes by PPC staff, however 
they are also frequently used by 

childcare providers and other park 
users.
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Project Vision

Create a series of sensory 
experiences to teach users about the 
natural world, designed for learners 
with exceptionalities, persons with 

disabilities, and all park users.

01   Introduction
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01   Introduction Project Goals

Learning through sensory experiences

Nature is the classroom

UDL and inclusivity-driven design

Immersive, intuitive, flexible

Open and accessible to everyone
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Outreach Strategy02   Engagement

OUTREACH 
METHODS

INPUT 
METHODS

•Engage PGH Website
•Press Releases

•On-site signage/QR Codes
•Social Media

•Email (General and project lists)
•Targeted Flyers 

•Outreach at other events
•Share info through existing networks

•Public meetings
•Focus Groups

•Workshops
•Surveys (Digital and Print)

•Direct individual feedback (Email, 
phone call, individual meeting)
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Where We Have Been02   Engagement

OCT 2022 to NOV 2022 NOV 2022 to FEB 2023 FEB 2023 to APR 2023 MAY 2023 to JUL 2023
LISTEN & ANALYZE IDEATE REFINE DOCUMENT

Advisory Committee 
Meeting #1
•October 6, 2023

Site Investigation and 
Analysis
•Month of October 
2022

Focus Group Meetings
•November 9&10

Public Survey
•Mid to Late 
November 2022

Concept Development
•November 2022 to 
January 2023

Advisory Committee 
Meeting #2
•January 19, 2023

HOLIDAY BREAK

Stakeholder Meetings
•January 24, 26, & 28

Public Survey
•Late January to Mid 
February

Plan Refinement
•Late January to Early 
April 2023

Advisory Committee 
Meeting #3
•April 13, 2023

Stakeholder Meetings
•April 18,19, & 23

Public Survey
•Late April to Mid-May

Development Activities 
Meeting
July 11, 2023

Plan Refinement
June to July 2023

60% Construction 
Document Submission
to City
•Mid-July 2023

CITY REVIEW

60%
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Process and Results02   Engagement

56% 
identify as having a 

disability

17 Advisory 
Committee 
Members

23 Focus 
Group 

Attendees

72 Individual 
Stakeholders 

Engaged

64 Public 
Meeting 

Attendees

224 Survey 
Respondents
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FOUNTAIN

UPPER
MEADOW
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Regrade/ resurface 
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Sensory Nature Trail03   The Plan
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Adaptive Resources03   The Plan
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Next Steps03   The Plan

JULY 2023 to JAN 2024 JAN 2024 to FEB 2024 MAR 2024 to OCT 2024
APPROVALS BIDDING CONSTRUCTION

Plan Refinements
•August to October 
2023

90% Construction 
Document Submission
to City/Permitting 
Agencies
•Mid-October 2023

CITY REVIEW

Final Plan Refinements
December 2023 to 
January 2024

Permits and Approvals 
Received
•Mid January 2024

Project Out to Bid
•Mid-January 2024

Bids Due
•Early February 2023

Contract Award
•Late February 2023

Mobilization/Material 
Procurement 
•March 2024

Construction Begins
•April 2024

Substantial Completion
•September 2024

RIBBON CUTTING
•October 2024

90%

MAY 2023 to JUL 2023
DOCUMENT

Development Activities 
Meeting
July 11, 2023

Plan Refinements
June to July 2023

60% Construction 
Document Submission
to City
•Late July 2023

CITY REVIEW

60%
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Questions or comments?
Thank you!


