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2017 Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition Video Competition:   
Every Litter Bit Matters! 

 
ALL CREATIVE FILMMAKERS are invited to submit a 2-5 minute video that educates 
the viewer about the impact of litter on the environment, health and beautification 
and litter’s relationship to storm water control. 
 
THEME:  EVERY LITTER BIT MATTERS! 
 
PRIZE:  $100 for the winners in each of 3 categories: Pre-teen (younger than 13 

prior to July 10, 2017); teen (between 13 and 17 prior to July 10, 2017), adult (18 
or older by July 10, 2017); winning films will be shown at the September 23, 
2017, night market in Squirrel Hill. 

 
WHO:  Any person who meets the age requirements and is not directly related to 

the staff or Board of the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition.  The Competition 
Administrators reserve the right to verify the eligibility of any contestant.   

 
LENGTH:  Minimum of 2 minutes - Maximum of 5 minutes     
Entries not meeting these time requirements will be disqualified.   
 
FORMAT:  Any format supported by YouTube upload. 
 
WHEN:  Contest submissions must be uploaded to YouTube and entry and release 

forms received by email before midnight July 10, 2017.  Winners will be notified 
by September 1, 2017.  An official award ceremony will be held September 23, 
2017. 

 
HOW TO GET STARTED:  Read and review the Submission Process, Rules and 

Disclosures Page  (NEED Click to Link), discuss your plans with parents or 
guardians if younger than 18, then create your video.  Upload your video to 
YouTube, and complete the online Entry Form (NEED Click to Link).    

 
Please address other questions to: info@shuc.org 
 
Competition sponsored by the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition’s Squirrel Hill Litter 
Patrol through a Love Your [Resilient] Block Grant from the City of Pittsburgh.   
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Every Litter Bit Matters! 
Submission Process, Rules and Disclosures 

 
This juried competition is open to any person who meets the age eligibility specified 
for each of the categories (pre-teen, teen, adult), and is not directly related to the 
staff or Board of the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition.   
 
FIRST:  THINK! 

 What do you see as the connections between litter, the environment, health hazards, 
beautification, and storm water control? 

 
 How can you help others understand your concerns about these connections and take 

action? 
 

 What would you say to those who don’t share your concerns about the negative impact of 
litter? 

 
 What is an effective way to communicate your message? 

 
SECOND: CREATE A VIDEO 

 Videos can be recorded in any format supported by YouTube. 
 

 Videos should be no shorter than 2 minutes and no longer than 5 minutes.  Entries that do 
not meet these time requirements will be disqualified. 

 
 Be aware of the Evaluation criteria used by the Judges: 

 Script (writing/message/research - extent to which video educates viewer to impact of 
litter on the environment, health, and beautification and litter’s relationship to storm 
water control.) 

 Within 2 minute to 5 minute time range 
 Direction (cohesion/execution/flow) 
 Cinematography (artistic look/image clarity/solid visuals) 
 Music/sound design 
 Special effects (e.g., transitions, text, green screen, etc). 
 Creativity/humor/storytelling 

 If statistics are included, supporting references must be included, either in the script of the 
submission itself, or as a note added to the entry form. 

 
 Any music or images (signs, posters, photos) used MUST be in the Public Domain, licensed 

under the Creative Commons License, or be an original musical work or graphic design 
created by the author.  (Resources for Public Domain or Creative Commons Images: 
Wikimedia Commons, Creative Commons US, Wellcome Images, Library of Congress, The 
Best Copyright-Free Photo Libraries, NOAA Ocean Images; Audio: FreeSound, Archive.org-
Audio Archive, Creative Commons; Stock Footage:  Archive.org – Stock Footage).  
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 Submissions can be live action or animation. 
 

 Individuals or teams may submit a video.  All official team members participating in the 
competition must be listed on the entry form. Non-team members do not need to be listed 
on the entry form. All team members and non-team members must submit release forms 
authorizing use of their image or voice.  Parental signatures are required for all 
participants under age 18.  

 
 Only one video may be submitted per individual or team.  Individuals may be part of only 

one video or team. 
 

 The submission must be the original work of the author(s).  
 
THIRD: UPLOAD YOUR VIDEO TO YouTube 

 Visit YouTube.com to sign in and upload your video. 
 Create a unique title for your video, beginning with SHUC_Videocontest2017, and NOT 

including names of participants, schools, organizations or the contest theme  (For example, 
“SHUC_Videocontest2017__stoplittering”) 

 
 During the video uploading process, select “Unlisted” under “Privacy Settings.”  Videos 

submitted without the proper privacy settings will be disqualified.   
 
FOURTH, FILL OUT THE ON-LINE or PAPER ENTRY FORM 
• Although groups may submit entries, one individual must be listed as the primary contact and is 

responsible for completing the online or paper contest entry form. (Need a link). In the case of a 
winning entry, the primary contact will receive the prize and is responsible for dividing it in 
whatever way participants have agreed to.  
 

• Copy and paste a link to the “unlisted” video in your email entry. Double check to make sure the link 
is correct! 

• A Participant Release Form must be submitted for everyone who participated, either as part of the 
creative team or as an actor in the video. 

• Forms must be signed by participants and also by a parent or guardian if the participant is under 18. 
• Forms must be scanned and emailed as attachments to info@shuc.org before midnight on July 10, 

2017. All required forms must be attached to one email clearly stating the name of the original 
contact person and the title of the video.  

• Please do not attempt to fax forms through Interfax or other online fax services; only forms received 
as email attachments can be acknowledged or accepted.  

• Incomplete or late participant release forms will disqualify entries. 
 
Videos Must NOT: 
• have been entered in other contests or won other awards. 
• support, demean, or defame any person or organization. 
• include mention or performance of any copyrighted media production, including but not limited to 

music, films, books, television programming, etc., or identifying descriptions of any media 
property. 

• contain material that violates or infringes another’s rights, including but not limited to material that 
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violates privacy, publicity or intellectual property rights, or that constitutes copyright 
infringement. 

• include third party trademarks, logos, insignia, location signage, photographs, artwork, or sculptures. 
• contain material that is indecent, obscene, pornographic, hateful, defamatory, slanderous, libelous, 

objectionable, or otherwise lacking in taste or quality in the views of the judges. 
• contain material that promotes bigotry, racism, hatred, or harm against any group or individual. 
• contain any material that is unlawful. 
 
Disclosures 
• All entries become the property of the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition and may be used in whole or in 

part at its discretion. Videos will not be returned. 
• Entrants and their legal guardians convey a universal, irrevocable, and exclusive license to reproduce, 

prepare derivative works of, distribute, display, exhibit, transmit, and/or broadcast the videos 
without payment or further consent. 

• By entering the contest, all entrants agree to permit the use of their picture, name, and other personal 
information for publicity by the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition and its designees. 

• Any music or images used must be in the Public Domain, licensed under the Creative Commons 
License or be original musical work created by the author(s).  Documentation of Creative 
Commons License or statement must be submitted with entry materials.  

• By submitting the video, the entrant and the entrant’s team represent and warrant that: 1) all submitted 
material, including but not limited to the video and everything depicted in the video, is wholly 
original and does not infringe upon or otherwise violate any right of any person, firm, or entity; 
2) he/she has all rights, licenses, permissions, and consents necessary to submit the video in the 
contest in accordance with these terms and conditions; and 3) no person/entity other than the 
entrant and his or her team has any right, title, interest, or arrangement to the video, including but 
not limited to, music publishing agreement, recording agreement, production agreement, or any 
similar agreement. 

• By entering the contest, the entrant agrees that the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition and its designees may 
post his/her video, or any part thereof, on its website or other websites and submit it for 
television and/or other broadcast. 

• The entrant agrees that the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition has the right to modify, edit, and/or adapt the 
video as necessary as well as to reproduce it, and/or distribute it in whole or in part, without 
compensation or further notice to the entrant. 

• If, for any reason, the Contest is not capable of running as planned, including due to infection by 
computer virus, bugs, tampering, unauthorized intervention, fraud, technical failures, or any 
other causes beyond the control of Contest Administrators which corrupt or affect the 
administration, security, fairness, integrity or proper conduct of this Contest, the Contest 
Administrators reserve the right in its sole discretion to cancel, terminate, modify, suspend or 
extend the Contest and, in the event of any termination or cancellation, select winners from 
among all eligible, non-suspect entries received prior to the termination or cancellation.  

• Prize money will be given directly to the primary contact to be divided by participants on their own 
terms.  The Contest Administrators are not responsible for allocating prize money among 
individual participants. 

• The contest is subject to all federal, state, and local laws. 
• Void where prohibited by law. Please address questions to info@shuc.org 
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“EVERY LITTER BIT MATTERS!” 
ENTRY FORM 

 
 
Name (Primary Contact):  ________________________________________________ 
Birth date: _________________________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:____________________________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Select a Category: 

____Pre teen: younger than 13 prior to July 10, 2017 
____Teen:  Between 13 and 17 prior to July 10, 2017 
____Adult: 18 or older as of July 10, 2017 

 
Title of YouTube Video Entry: _____________________________________________ 
Length of Video Entry: ___________________ 
 
_____ Individual 
_____ Team 
 
Team Member Names (Please Print)  
 
1.   ________________________________________ 
 
2.  ________________________________________ 
 
3.  ________________________________________ 
 
4. _________________________________________ 
 
5. _________________________________________ 
 
Any additional information you wish to tell us: 
 
 
 
Return this Entry Form no later than midnight on July 10, 2017 to info@shuc.org 

You will be notified of the results of the judging no later than Sept. 1, 2017.  
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2017 Video Competition  

Every Litter Bit Matters! 
 Participant Release Form 

  

A release must be completed and signed for each individual involved in the creation of the 
submission, as well as for each identifiable person appearing in your video in order for your 
entry to be considered complete and eligible for a prize. If any participant (actor or creator) 
is under 18, this form must be completed and signed by his/her parent or guardian.  
 

The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition will not display or release any addresses, phone numbers or 
email addresses in connection with the submission.  
 
I understand that an original video has been created that includes work done by or images of me or a 
minor child of whom I am parent/guardian. I further understand that this video is being submitted to the 
Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition as part of the 2017 Video Competition, Every Litter Bit Matters!.  I grant 
full authority to the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition to use, publish, display, reproduce, or replicate, 
without notice, the video submission and my or my child’s likeness, persona and/or voice contained in 
the video. I have read, understand, and agree to the rules and disclosures described on the Video 
Competition Submission Process, Rules and Disclosures page. 
 
I understand that I will receive no form of compensation from the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition relating 
to this video submission.  
 
Title of Video Entry _______________________________ URL: __________________ 
 
Name of Participant Submitting Video (Primary Contact) _________________________ 
 
Participant’s Name (if not the Primary Contact Please Print)_______________________ 
 
Participant’s Email _____________________________ Phone #____________________  
 
Participant’s Signature ____________________________________ Date ____________  
 
Parent/Guardian Name (if participant is under 18) _______________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________ Date____________  
 
 
 
This completed form must be scanned and emailed as an attachment with all other 
participant forms to info@shuc.org before midnight, July 10, 2017.  
 
 
 


